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A S FAR AS W«t Vlr- 
rinia of 1861 was con¬ 
cerned— General Robert E. 
Lee “should have stood 

borne.- 


This month Is Virginia 
Heritage Month, ar.d Old 
Dominion observance* begin 
with the 150th anniversary 
of the birth of Robert E. 
Lee. Some of this fervor is 
leaking into the Mountain 
State. 


Ttx AEe/N*?y feothCf were 
Lee'l V-V.CO w. rorr-usceaC of 
Or feat and Ouster o*. 
pr v s t of his carver. But It 
• t the greying Southern 
first-haad look at 
. bon* both 
• ard inurapt to tj star- 


Unt a eipkded the myth that 
•a *»."'-rer tw iu Un 
Taaiwet “ Here Lee ui bt own 
tm. and rrne against 
•rtrrx ta charge. Me learned that 
a M af rair e t*a o-t of ear 
•a*« M^eera >iaa to desert acd 


V- •« or We* Virgi-ia 
re - lee M - r! jeo the fa- 
w* a. i*-. cf toeorvu,. M.U 

' ? ’ 



eet^eS «*M| M OTOef 

aew • Iir er ia« 

atoC? 04 a(.r« 


oho refused-or were reluctant— 

u. obey cliic^i ardera. 

And General Lee K* an in¬ 
sight *1 o the cel.hr* rJ the moor,. 
lain men who made up • l*rge 
part of the Army of Northern 
Virginia. It is prouab'.y that such 
rough schooling In Wat Virginia 
gave Lee the experience that was 
to make him on* of the mert 
undent a r. ding and capable offl- 
cen who have ever sUooe 0*1 
continent. 


OKS. ROBERT F. LEE earoe 
to Wen Virginia from Slacntoo, 
Va . hav log ridrieo the raurcad 
that far toward the m ou n tai ns 
where he had been sent to -.top 
the tide of Northern invasion. Lee 
looked forward to the venture t«- 
cause his ©an son. M«jor Rooney 
Lee. was stationed here. Brig. 
Ccd. R. S Garnett had been :tnt 
to hold the Northerners from fur- 
ther advances, and Lee heard the 
news that the rebel armie* in the 
hills weie retre-f mg—that they had 
abandoned Grafton, opening the 
route to cceqjeit of that entire 
area by »h- Yankee*. 

Lee fir*t arrived in Hunter*. 
viUe. Pocahontas County. where 
be Inspected a temporary bo. pi- 
U 1 full of smallpox and measles 
victims. The roads were poor, 
and many of the people ware 
hostile to the Confederates-not 
from partKu'ar Northern ayirpa- 
thi*a t, it t~ avve of native Arglo. 
Jaion 5 i-p.c,oo of any ttrarger. 
Th*y wr r * tne people woo nad 
dropped o'f fmt wag or*- and 
eapiar.rg p-Ue» when Uut foun- 
i// •'tiled Thee* wr rx few 
. 

P“ "«*C a L\ .r.g |r«a tr.n 

U/ma. 


THE FF.DER\L* held Cheat 

Mountain. sprawling their troops 
along the aides of the Greenbrier 
filter. Gen. W. W. Lorlng, m 
command at Huntersville, w a a 
stalling and reluctant to make an 
attack ai the enemy kept build¬ 
ing stronger fortifications. Lor- 
mg> timidity was losing the cam¬ 
paign at this point. Lee utterly 
failed In an attempt to urge the 
timid general into action, and he 
went on to Valley Mountain Lor- 
mg had shown no inclination to 
•bey lye. although was his su¬ 
perior. It was Lee's first ex¬ 
perience with a disobedient gen¬ 
eral officer. He was learning. 

The rains were making war 
more terrible here in the hills. 
Soldiers wrote home thnt the mud 
was so deep that mules "sank 
op to their ears" along the 
crooked dirt roads. 

A few days later Lee had map¬ 
ped out a plan to take Cheat 
Mountain "A battle must come 
off. and 1 am anxious to begin 
R." he wrote borne. Col. Aioert 
Ruat of Arkansas had asked that 
be be allowed to lead the column 
which was first to attack the blue 
coats. Tne plan was to lake Cheat 
Mountain and clear Tygart's Val¬ 
ley. For s* me strange rr.v.'i. 
Rust completely froze when his 
order came, and he refused to 
make the attack he hod insisted 
be hu privilege. This threw the 
erure plan out of order. Alt the 
other officer, were sullxn and dr. 
ttoot af l/f-1 order, to get ;rto 
the fight -arc the batt.e plan 
csanpielri, flubb e d as it »«? b^m. 
Lee might SI well have t—r. a 
drummer twv fee *1! the auu*nty 
ho owcww.^seo that day. 







































